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1937:AG Shipments of cattle and calves from the 17 states in the Western cattle 


area, extending from North Dakota to Texas and westward, during the five months 
August to December, 1937, will be about 5 percent smaller than shipments during 
the corresponding period of 1936, according to the report of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics. 

The reduction in total markétings this fall from last will be a result 
of the much smaller movement from the states whore the 1936 drought forced heavy 
marketings in that year, and where the droughts of 1934 and 1936 caused marked 
decreases in cattle numbers, This includes all of the Northern Great Plains 
states. In other states where foed conditions in 1956 were fairly good and where 
there was a tendency to reduce marketings in 1936 because of the decline in 
cattle prices, marketings this fall are expected to exceed those of 1936. In- 
cluded in this group are Texas, Colorado, and most of the states west of the 
Continental Divide. 

The increased production of feed grains this year in the Corn Bolt 
States and the much lower feed prices in prospect compared with 1936 are expected 
to result in a much bottcr demand for and lerger purchases of feeder cattle this 
fall than in the fall of 1956, Honce, it is probable that a larger number of the 
cattle marketed this fall from the Western cattle states will be bought for 
finishing purposes, and that the decrease in the number going to immediate 
Slaughter will be considerably greater than the decrease in total marketings. 


Ranges and pastures in most of the Western cattle states have beon better 
this year than last and much better in the states that suffered most from the 
1936 drought, except in restricted areas. Tho most important of these latter is 
the Sand Hills aroa of Nebraska where pastures are ‘ , poor and hay and 
feed supplies will be smaller than in either of the drought years of 1934 and 19356. 
In general cattle marketed from the Western cattle states this fall will bo in 
very good condition, 
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WESTERN SHEEP MARKETINGS, FALL OF 1937. 


Marketings of shecp and lombs from the 13 Western sheep states during 
the five months August to December, this yoar, are oxpected to be about 2 per 
cent smaller than the number marketed during the corresponding months in 1936, 
according to the report of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. Most of the de~ 
erease is expected to be in tho number of ewes marketed, with tho number of-iambs 
little different this year from last, Marketings as used in this report cover 
shipments to stockyards markets or direct to packers, and direct shipments to 
points outside the state, but not the movementt fcedlots within the state where 
the lembs were raised. 

The 1937 lamb crop in these states was estimated at 19,427,000 head, 
about 650,000 head smaller than the 1936 lamb crop. Available marketing records 
indicate that tho shipments of 1937 lambs from theso states up to August 1 were 
only a little smaller than the shipments of 1936 lambs to the corresponding date 
in 1936, The much larger marketings of early lambs from Texas this year compared 
With last about offset the smallor markctings of early lambs from California and 
the relatively large decrease from last year in the shipments from Montana and 

‘South Dakota where the 1936 drought forced a heavy movement before August 1 
last yeare 

As a result of gonorally favorable range conditions in nearly all of 
the sheep arcas from which the supply of lambs markcted after August 1 will ame 
this year, the condition of the lambs is expected to average somewhat better 
this year than last, with a smaller proportion of lightweight feeder lambs. 
Contracting of feeder lambs for fall delivery has beon on a relatively large 
scale this year, and the number under contract by August 1 was the largest in 
several years. The number of lambs to be fed in these states next winter is 
expected to be little diffcrent from the number fed a year earlier, but the 
number fed in the states where raised will probably bo somewhat smallor. 
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